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The 13,000 citizen Soldiers of the Minnesota Natldduard have made substantial
contributions to Operation Enduring Freedom (OHE#) @peration Iragi Freedom (OIF).
Since September 11, 2001, at least 17,000 memb&tmpesota’s National Guard have
been deployet.Fourteen members of the Minnesota National Ghaxe given their
lives in OIF!

The Minnesota National Guard’s' Brigade Combat Team (BCT) of the™3fantry
Division has the distinction of having the longdsployment of any unit in the U.S.
military in the past seven years: 22 months, 1hef in Irad" More than 2,600 of the
BCT’s 5,000 troops come from Minnesota, making thatf' BCT’s tour the largest
deployment of the Minnesota National Guard sincelMd/ar I1.Y The servicemembers
of the £'BCT and their families also bore the burden ofihgtheir tour extended by
125 days when President Bush announced the stigantt had originally been
scheduled to return in March 2007, but instead cdaomee in August 2007.Minnesota’s
Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Larry Shellito (USAgsgribed the extension as a “raw
deal,” saying, “We have every right to be angfyMembers of the Minnesota National
Guard have also deployed to assist in the afterofatturricane Katrina, to patrol the
border with Mexico, and to fight forest fires.

The deployment of the $4nfantry Division's £'BCT, as well as those of Minnesota’s
other Guard units, have taken their toll. Studiesducted by the Department of Defense
have found that half of the members of the Natiéhahrd and Reserves develop some
form of post-combat mental health issue after tieéyrn from Iraq or Afghanistan and
are 29% more likely to develop such an issue thair aictive-duty counterparts. The

VA Medical Center in St. Cloud has seen over 1&@rans of OEF and OIF,
approximately one in three of whom who have beewiged with psychiatric caré'

Those who remain on the home front have also madsiderable sacrifices. Families
not only face the emotional hardships of havingwed one deployed to a war zone but
also the family member deployed is often the fatsityain breadwinner, creating
financial hardships. Some Minnesota businesses gawe without key employees for
almost two yearS. Deployments can also disrupt small businessegdwg deployed
Guard members, forcing them to either lie fallowtmbe taken over by someone €lse.
An estimate from Veterans for America of the cadt®st productivity caused by the
deployments of the Minnesota National Guard to ¢ag561 million™

Given the current rate of deployments, the lendtih@se deployments, and the fact that
the Guard currently only posses half of its auttextiequipment, some have raised
concerns about the National Guard’s ability to cespto emergencies within
Minnesotd! Maj. Gen. Shellito assured the people of Minnasbat the Guard stands
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“ready to serve,” whatever the pace of deploymentmount of equipment available
may be" Challenges also exist for first responders sschadice officers who must not
only recertify their skills and learn new laws grdcedures, but must also modify
behavior such as extremely aggressive driving thiaile lifesaving in a war zone, can be
detrimental in the civilian world’

In response to the challenge created by the wdragnand Afghanistan, the State of
Minnesota has instituted a number of innovativegpems. One initiative has received
national attention, the Beyond the Yellow Ribboaogram. This program organizes
seminars for community leaders and families on v@wzrd members can expect upon
returning from their tours. The program has thkli®@cs muster 30, 60, and 90 days after
their homecoming in order to foster camaraderieraale them aware of the counseling,
family, and business resources that are availélthey have difficulty reintegrating into
civilian life.”Y The Minnesota Legislature has also recently phgs=Minnesota

Veterans Sentencing Mitigation Act. This legistatencourages judges to consider non-
incarceration alternatives for veterans who asg-fime, non-violent offenders and can
show that post-combat psychological disorders sisghost-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) were an important contributing factor to teenmission of their crimes.

The people of Minnesota have demonstrated thepatibor their citizen Soldiers. It is
up to the Bush Administration and the presideraérhinistration that follows it to ensure
that the Minnesota National Guard is not damageddualtional unsustainable
deployment policies.

Minnesota Army National Guard Units
« 34" Brigade Combat Team, 1% Brigade Combat Team
0 Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF): March 2006 to Julyg@st 2007
= 22-month deployment; 16 months in Iraq
» Served six months in Kosovo immediately prior tortm Iraq
= Tour extended by four months
» Longest deployment for a U.S. military unit in {hest-9/11 period
= 10 fatalities
= 2,600 soldiers from Minnesota
= Biggest deployment of Minnesota National Guard sVl
= Drove more than 4,500 convoy escort missions, aisdrmore
than 400 explosive devices, built seven water mation plants,
and constructed 90 miles of roadway in the Dhi @gron
« 34" Combat Aviation Brigade
0 Operation Iragi Freedom (OIF): Summer 2008 to 2009
= 723 soldiers
= Estimated 12-month deployment
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= About 25% of the members of the™&@AB have already served a
tour in Irag""
0 Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF):
= B Company, ¥ Battalion, 211 General Support Aviation
Battalion
» Returned home in 2007 after flying CH-47 Chinookss¢400
combat missions in Iraq
o OIF: 2007 to 2008
= The 2°Battalion, 14 Assault Helicopter Regiment
» Deployed to Irag in 2007 with UH-60 Blackhawks asnéxpected
home in summer of 2008
o The 34" Combat Aviation Brigade has also assisted in ®gsing fires,
provided emergency transportation during floodeyjted heavy-lift
capabilities at the I-35W bridge collapse, andstediwith recovery of a
downed aircraft
« 84™ Troop Command
» Provides essential field artillery, chemical, andieeering
capabilities
0 Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF):
= In 2007, the 849 and the 85% Engineer Companies deployed in
support of OIF
« 347" Regional Support Group
= Deployed finance and personnel specialists ovelige2@07

Formerly Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation ® Co-founder of the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize-wimning Campatgn to Ban Landmines

1025 Vermont Avenue, N'W, 7th Floor, Washington, DC 20005 * www.veteransforamerica.org * (202) 483-9222 # (202) 483-9312 (fax)



* VETERANS FOR AMERICA

List of Acronyms

BCT: Brigade Combat Team

MAP: Military Adjutant Program

OEF: Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan)
OIF: Operation Iraqi Freedom

PTSD: Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

TBI: Traumatic Brain Injury
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